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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

L (Currently amended) A method for making retaining net knots, auch 03 rook Qnd 
avalanche fonoo^ wherein a knot ^ comprises a first and a second rope crossing over each 
other and a junction (6) binding said ropes in a given crossover area> charaotorigedin that it 
comprisos 

the method compfisjng the steps of: 

placing a first and a second U elements-^TyS) astride said first rope each with the same 
orientation and close to said second rope (3^ on opposite sides ibereofi;[ J]; 

linking the ends (7d,7o) of the first U element f?^ to ends of the second U 
element (8) by means of at least one bridge element overlying said second rope; (3^7 and 

clamping said at least one bridge element (OJ on said second rope, ^ 

wherein, during the clamping step, the lOpes press each other a r their crossover area, 
becausg of the displacement of the contacting srrands- reducing the ov erall thickness of the first 
and secon d ropes pressed together to 1 to 4/3 of the rone diameter in such a wav that the ropes are 
forced to lie substantially in the same plane at each kn ot of the net . 

2. (Currently amended) A knot (4) of ef a reteining net (1 ), euoh as rook or avalanche 
f e nce and the like ; of the type comprising a first and a second rope {3;^ crossing over each other 
and a junction ^ for binding the ropes together, oharaotorizod in tha t wherein said junction (6) 
comprises: 

a first and a second U element astride said first rope (3), with equally oriented vrtgs 
wings close to the second rope (3) on opposite sides ihereof[[,]]; 

at least one bridge element (9) linking *e ends (7d,7eJ of the wjngg w igQ ( 7b,7c) of the first 
U element (?) to *e adjacent ends ( 8 d, 8 o) of the wings wigs ( 8 b, 8 o) of the second U element (S). 
and overlying the second rope (3); and 
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clamping means (10,20) for clamping said at least bridge element ^ on the second rope 

>vherein the bridge element comprises an arch which merges with the adjacent end; pf t^i^ 
first and second U elements and is inte|gral with the latter to form a unique piece, and 

wherein said umque piec e has a given distance measured between a langeni line at an 
imrados of an arch of the bridge element and the plane defined bv taneem lines at ihe i nirddos of 
curved bases of first U clement and second U clement, and 

wherein said given distance is between 1 and 4/3 of the lope diameter . 

3. (Cuirenily amended) [[A]] Ihe knot (4) according to claim 2, ohoraot e risiod in that 
v^herein said bridge element ^ comprises an arch element (fi>d) bnking an end of a wig wing . 
(7b) of the U element (?) to an adjacent end ^ of a wig wing ^ of the $econd U clement (8). 

4. (Currently amended) [[A]] Us knot (4) according to claim 3, characterized in that 
said arch element (W) is fomied integrally with said first U element (?) and with said second U 
element (8). 

5. (Currently amended) [[A]] Ihs knot (4) according to claim 2, oharaotorizod in ihat 
wherem said bridge element (9) comprises a yoke (9o) linking an end (7a) of a wig wing (7©) of the 
first U element(7) to an adjacent end (8e) of a wig wing (8e) of the second U element (8). 

6. (Currently amended) [[A]] The knot (4) according to claim 2, efe araoiori2od in that 
wherein the clamping means (i«) compnse two nuts (15,16) screwing on the ends (7o, 8 c) of two 
wings (7b,8b) of said U elements (7^8), 

7. (Currently amended) [[A]] I]^ knot (4^ according to claim 2, oharaoiorizod in that 
wherein the clamping means (30) comprise two heads (21,22) formed through riveiin a, the heads 
corresponding tQ in oorrroGpondonoo of the ends (7o, 8 q) of two wigs wings (?b,8b) of said U 
element (7;8). 
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8. (Cuneatly ameaded) A j unction (6) for binding two ropes (2^^ together in u knot 
(4) of a retaining net (1), suoh as rook or avalimoho fonoo and tho like, oharootcrizod in thai - t t 
comprisos the junction comprising ! 

a first and a second U element»-^9;;S), laid side-by-side and equally oriented, a»d 
at least one bridge element ^ linking the ends (7d.7o) of the first U element ^ to the 
adjacent ends of the second U element (8^, used to close the U elements, and 

clamping means (10,30) of said at least one bridge element^ 

wherein the bridge element comprises an areh which merg es with the adjacent ends of The 
first and second U elements and is imepral with the latter to fomi a unique piece- 
wherein said unique niece has a given distance measured between a tangent line ai an 
intrados of an arch o f ifae bridge element and The plane defmcd bv tangent lines at the intrados of 
curved ba ses of firs| U element and second U element, and 

wherein said given distance is between 1 and 4/3 of the rope diameter . 

9. (Cunrently amended) [[A]] T-junction (6) according to claim 8, ohoraotorigod in 
^ wherein said bridge element comprises an arch {94) linking an end of a wig (?b) wing 
of the fust U element f?) to an adjacent end (84^ of a wig ( 8 b) wing of the second U element (8). 

10. (Cancelled) 

1 1 . (Currently amended) [[A]] Jhg junction (6) according to claim 8, ohoraotoriaod in 
*at wherein said bridge element {9) comprises a yoke linking an end (?e) of a wig(7o) wing 
of the first U element (?) to an adjacent end <8e) of a wig (8o) wins of the second U element (S). 

12. (Currently amended) [[A]] TTie junction (6) according to claun 8, chciruotorizod in 
tba wherein the clamping means flO) comprise two nuts (15,16) screwing on the ends (7e,8e) of 
two w igs (7b, 8 b) yfjn^ of said U elements (9;8), 
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13. (Cttirently amended) [[A]] QQie junction ^ accoiding to claim 8» ohoraoromod in 
^ wherein the clamping means (20) con^rise two beads (21,22) fomied through nvetm e, the 
heads corresponding to in oorrospondonoo o f the ends (7o, 8 o) of two wigg (7b,8b) wings of said U 
elements (7;8), 
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